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|. ships in Gdynie harbour, loading grain, meat, tinned food etc. for transport
to the USGR. Coal exports to the USSR are carried on ships of the Liberty
type. (8000 tons) or of the Poznan type (4000.tons). Two such ships leave
Gdynia weekly. E=Every weck, too, two of 300 tons each are loadsd wiih coal

| and then hauled away by a large tug {about the size of the Pollish Herkules)

' "bullt before World Wer TI by the Germans for Lithuania. It hes englines of

. 12000 HP and & speed of seven.or elght knots. Regularly every week this convoy
traffics the ‘route Gdynia-leningrad.. The Inhebitents of Gdynia call 1t Kohlendieb,
1n memory of the cericature with which the' Germens fought the “‘electric curren
thieves' in the occupled countries during lorld War IX. ‘

1 v . . .
2. I BAT eny given viwe, in addition to colliers, there are at least two Soviet
l

1953 as everybPolend exporting mmch more than she was getting in return. On an
average every second ship came back empty to Gdynlae from China. The others brought
mainly cotton end a very Little allk and rice. In addition to strategic goods
and war materiel Poland was expc: ving to Chine considereble quantities of ply

doal and Athawm madal waiwa all onante n?

3. 25X1l |poland’s trade with China was as intensive in late spring
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" prefebricated metel articies aud rather lavrge quantities of rubber footwear.

K, F JE&!.‘.&&'& atj..{licircuh&m o the free mariket in Poland. They ere eilther bought

fprom eailore vho have a foreign currency allowance or acquired gemi-officially
. ®rom the Baltono firm.
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"Ba_ltona 1s the state-owned enterprise at which sesmen may buy with their dollar
allowence &ll sorts of things in short supply in Poland. Naturally the prices
are much higher than abroad, but it 4s a way to obtain the commodities. Theree
fure, dollars are in very great demand. Sallors get about ten times more zloty
for +heir dollars than the official rate of exchunge. .This means an :L:upor"barit
source of income for the seumen. In practice, the sailor either accampardes

his would-be customer to the Baltona shop,; wher2 they buy together the things
the customer needs, or else the seilor sends an order to Beltona entitling Mr. X
to buy goods: to the value of such é&nd such a sum &t Baltona on the sailor's bee
half, In this case the presence of the sailor is not required.

"Another forelgn currency which is well paid for in Polend is the West German
Deutsche marks. While the of'ficial rate of cxchange is 1 DM= 1,05 2l, the
unofficial rate is 1 DM 12 z1 [dete not specified§7 .

"The authorities are well aware of this traffic but igpore it, as in this menner
they are able to cuilect s lot of forelgn currency which otherwigse would haeve beasn
spent abroed, Thinge have gone go far that ad\(ertiuements are published in the
Polish press abroad urging people to send sums<in foreign curroncy to Baltona.
Thelr reletives in Poland will then be entitled to purchase paarce coxmodit/iea

to thet amount at Baltone,

"The ‘700=900 z1l. which comprise the monthly wage of a fisherman are sbsolutely
insufficient to live upon if he has & family, Only stupldé men are satvisfied
with that sum. 'The rest alvaye find vays and meoans to earn something extra. The
cleverest and ablasst earn up to 3000~40CO -1, per month if their ship fishes in
foreign waters and they run into foreign harbours,

_the authorities esteblished a srecisl 'Polish mission' Q:IISJ.:\ POLSKAY [

"A pretty sure way to acquirz some forelgn money is for a fishermen not to take
eny proper working clothes with him on a foreign trip. In the foreign port he
then seys to the purser or the captein: 'See, I have nothing to weanr hut rags.
Please give e a letter to Dolmor's representetive in the harbour so thet I can
buy some.! note: Dalmor 48 the Polish fishing cooperativae which
fishes on the North Sea | ] Members receive a speclal foreign
ewrrency allowence when at sea./ Under the lew everybody 1ls entitled to working
clothes, and the captain cannot refuse the men the required letter., With 1t the
man goes to the Dalmor agent-who is usually o foreignar and has no clothes to
pelleand says: 'I am not in such a tearing hurry about the clothes. They can

wait untlil next time., Give me rather the money and keep 10 per cent for yourselLl,'
The nments have never been known to refuse such a deal, and the {isghermen are very
pleased., Back on bosrd they must, of cowrse, wear the new working clothes of e
comrade for o day or two. Later the matter As forgotten, and no questions are
ever csked.

"Another way to acquire foreign currency is to make an cgreement with the motorist
or englnzer of a vessel. Then the englne of the ship or fishing boat breaks down
and must be repaired in s foreign port, which takes seversl days. This vworks best,
of course, 1if a certain part cananot be obtained on the spot and must be ordersd
from some other place. 'hen the walling Period 1S LONEET. SEQNEN and iipnermen
are paid a bonue in foreign currency-j lL.05-for every day spent in a forelgn port
or forelgn iaters., VWith the proceeds they buy guods for thelr families or for

sele .n Poland and can also have a good time abroad.

"iMotor bDreakdovms! became so frequent on lolish Tishing boats that in spring 1953

to handle such incidents. '"he mission 1s headed by a lMr. (fnu) STOJACZAK and is
subordinate to the Polish Consulate| | For &« time this mission put

a brelke on the motor breakdowns. But Stojaczak and the members of the mission
have nc objectlon to meking a decent living too, It is seld that agreements be-
tween the mission and the fisning bonts are precty frequent. But everybody is
very discreet, and nothing has ever .ome out.
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:12. | "The Polich regime it ae;f must be blamed for the above sheuani“ga.ns. Pormerl.,r

the fishermer had “an additione.l source of income in the liver and roe of the
i cod they caught and .did not cheat so much. The rules permitted them to sell
i ‘ livor and roe to foreign ranufucturers of cod 1liver oil, The Tishermen could
lawfully keep two-thirda of the proceeds. But some time in 1952 the rules were
changed.- the fiahermen stilliget two-thirds of the price paid for the liver and
| roe but they had 1.o sell the stuff in Foland. This put an end to that inr'on‘;e-
b . nobody is prepa.red to.ido the h.a.rd work of picking out liver an1d roe for the |few
o ‘ zloty they bring in the Poliah harbours, Now the fishermen throw everything inaide
‘ Hewtawi. catch over'board and invent motor breekdovns instead.|

‘ \

i
o ‘
:?’.t.'j'. R | "In the general production dr:!ve in Poland today the workers are explodited aJ.G
1

much a8 possible e.pd also encourased 4o introduce 1mprovements] and make :anentions
to increase ocutput, cut costa and save labour. A speclal national commiasion exiats
to toat inventionsj and 1mprovements and to award premiums. rﬂomlm vI%ie @adldled

. | Contrala KomigJla Hy_'n_ela.zczonci. It has its main offices in Warsaw and territorial
1N -offices 1in the importa.nt provincial towns, including Szczecin. j

.;lh. | "F‘urthormore , every .1e.rge enterprise nes & speclal sectlon-ysuelly consisting of

; onc so-called 'referent' and ‘s typist-to handle submitted 'rationalization nrojects'
AR as improvements and inventions are callad. Most factories also have a ra‘bionaliaation
¥ o clu‘b {}=iub racionalizatorski)‘ which tries to promote such projects. Every factory
b : alao hes 1ts own ratdonalization commission, on which five or six of its mos"b com-
i ‘potent 'tzechnicie.nﬂ]are a.ppointed 40 serve whenever required. '.I'hey get a feo‘ of
28-#0 z1l, per meetiug.. The au varies according to the importance of the enterprise:
2 ) e.t the Dulmoxr finhins enterpﬂ se 1t wse 28 21, ! |

\

:lj15.. "If an employee oi’|a fa.ctory-he mey be an engineer, & technicia.n or an ordinary

o wotrkor-deu.lares that he hos :anonted somethiing useful or hes a.n idea how some

: mcmne or produc.,ion procesa could be improved. the factory a‘L its ovn cost\ Pro=-
vides him with an enginoer and e draughtsman vtho help him to ela‘borate ‘the 1dea,

i make the nec.essary]calculations and draw the blueprints., The first Judge of| an

¥ dnvention or improvomenb is the rationalization comission of the enterpriae‘ It

i decides whether the project submitted %8s a new invention or only an :l.m;n'ovement.

| 1he borderline between! these terms is never cleevly defined ard the caamisgsion has
great latitude, For the inventor, however, the decision is of [vitel importance

as the pay or premium for hia\ invention depends entirely on this: oist:l.nction‘ A
sopd. ‘ra.‘bioualizatiwon' or improvement can bring its:author i&000-6000 zl3: & sood

i 1nvent1on sometimes brings up to 15,000 zl.

|
. ) ] "‘l'he Judgment of an :anention‘ depends largely on the political attitude of the
T ! 1mrentor. . Anything a CP member invents is always classifiled high. Howevar, "the
o nonmm an, has @ Chance. He is always present at the meet:.qg of the commission
‘ o emd can defend his linventiou.x No. declsica cen he. made by the c:cmn:l.ssion unless he
| ees to 1t. If the 1nven1;or and the commission of hia enterprise cannot come

1G, an agreement, the matter goes further to the commission of the town or even
t¢i the ceantral commisaion in Versaw 1f necessary, Varsaw's decision is :E'inal.
¥ | Hoyever, such diaputes are infrequent as all inventions are fav‘aured by state
‘enterpcrieea and the first ccmnisaion is usuelly benevolent towerds the inventor.
: "1 In| Judging an invention or imyrovement the commissions proceed :t’rom three principles:
.:Ig (a) Whether the inveption savee rav meterial; (b) Whether it aa."vea time; and|(c)

]Whethor 1t increases production. j }

i \

16. 25)(1 |a skipper in & fishlang cooperative who twlce got premiums for. approved
rat onallization Propossls. 'l‘he second time *he awerd wes a goid medal aud a bonus
of | 6000 zly . for an imeroved i‘ishing net now manufactured under‘ the designation
1780, ¢ '_Lueﬁe nets are heing used at present in both the Bnlt.!.c and the North Seas.

Y P "'-\}POI.LBII T1sherman (fnu) DETL4F, constructed a speclal winch for draving in ‘nets.
Helduly submitted it in the proper form with all dravings and calculations to ‘the
raticnalization commitm and did not hesr anything sbout it for several vea.rs.

Hie invention was bu.ried. in the heaps of paper flooding all Polish government
ofhcea- However, :Lt seems thet e functionary in the rationaelization office ‘
p:rivately read Detla.f s papers and published in the £ shing megazine, RYB:AK, &

full description of! the winch with all calculations and drawlngs, without me*xtioning
25X1 thet it was a new invention for which & petent was belng °ough1.‘ The a.rticle arouged
the attention of West German &nd Dutch fisghing entecprises. who\ experimented Wi th

[ Fommwrml_ | \
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Detlaf's invention and improved it further. A West Germen fishing magazine Published
an article on the winch and mentioned that the first inventor had been-a Polish fisher-
man. Only then did the Polish authorities reelize that Detlaf's invention was valueble.
FProduction of winches according to his design vas started. In Janvery 1953 the men
finally got a premium of 1500 zl. for his work.

'fNe‘w. inventions in the field of fishing tackle are prfomoted by MORSKI INSTYTUT RYBACKI
(MIR) . i o :

"The trouble with inventions is that the various commissions take a long time to
examine submitted projects » sometimes up to five years. This mey happen even if

the invention 1s worth 1ittle and is returned without! any award, This procrastination
prevents the inventor from working for improvements, perhaps earning e premium next .

_‘tdme. Vhille he waits somebody mey get more or less the seme ides and subtmit a slightly

better inventien, which the first men might have developed if his rroject had been re-
turned to him guickly. ? :

"The general attitude people have towards their work in Poland todey is the seme es
it wes during the Cerman occupation: you must have = job because the authorities
insist on 1t and without 1t you are a suspect individualg-out that does not mean that
you take 1t =zeriously or do your best to work well. For most people, especially
simple workers who never esrn more than 700 21 . end often as 1ittle as 500-600 1.
L& menth 7, the earnings from the regular joL are not sufficient to live on, ‘They
must seek subsidlery scurces of income., This observation dces not apply fully to
speclalist, who are well paid end necesssry in their Jobs,

"However, the outlook of both skilled =nd unskiliesd workers is such today that no.
body thinks of the future, Lverybody lives for the present, somehow to feed and

clothe self aand family and not +think . of tomorrow. Iuring the German occupation
beople gtill thought of the future; some even tried tu save and build. But nobody
has any hope now. There 1s the firm belief thet no thought of the future is of anuy

use before there has been a new war and the ioviets have been driven out,

"Hence 1t would never enter anybody's head to try and bulld up a carcer For himself

over a number of years. To get a good Job here and now-yes; but to worlk for one .gomewhere
in the dim future-absolutely no. Therefore the wttltude towards jobs te corw.ess

and negligent. DNobody would, for insterce, hesitete to stay eway irom work 17 it

sulted him, In many cegses 1t is more profitable not to go to the job for a few

days but to work instead 1in one's own little garden to jprovide the {rmily with a

few potatoes and vegetables for the winter. ' :

"The aguthorilties fight against such habits to the best of their ability. Practically
the only way to get a free dey 1s to 'fall 111l'. To stay awvay vithout a sickness
certificate is regarded as tantamount  to szkodnictwo (sabctage) by the euthonities,
ie:. sabotage against labour discipline and production.;

o ge' w sickness certificate one mst come to cn sgreement wvith e doctor. This

is usuelly-not too difficult. The doctors have the right to issue such certificates,
and since ‘rationalization' decreased their incomes conslderably, they, too, must
rite certain risks in order to make some money. The doctors must be bribved. The
usual way is to put « newspeper on the doctor's tebie vith a 50-100 zl. note between
it: pages. Those who have contacts with foreign countries or Tergons who smuggle
roods into Poland, put e pair of nylon stockings in an enivelone »nd 'fearget! 1o in
the G0octor's reception room. ‘ulte of'ten they also hend over & couple of packages
of' foredgn cigarettes quite openly as ‘greetings from =broad,' Tastly one can
volunterily add 30-40 z1. to the doctor's fee. i

‘wne Jdoobors beve the right to put a person on the sick-list for six dayes. If he
le 56i% 111 ~Fter thet and ecannot g0 beck to work, they, can recommend him for
luvesulistion by o commission on which they usuelly sit ‘themselves, The commission
in 4ts turn csn liberote & person from work for o fortnight,

"Evexry patient n-r extre oprortunities depending on his own powers of irventien, He
can, for exammle, cesv cemrlalning of sciatica, and there is nobody vho cen say
whether he hes any faz or mot, I, for one reason or snother the commis.lon de-

I |CONF IDENVT, Al{
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cides not to believe the recommendation of a doctor (I?i_‘-l no case where
this has happered though the possibility exists), the patien s gent to a hospiltal

for a thorough examination. Should he be found healthy, ncthing worse happens to him
than belng sent back to work. Should & patient 1llke his stay at the hospZtal, he

can fabricate all sorts of grave symptoms for his 1lllness, eg add a little blood from
a tooth or pricked finger to his urine in the morning, and have ihe investigation con-
tinue a good deal longer. One of the best ilinesses to simlate i3 rheumatism. People
whe can do it realistifcelly usually marage to get quite & nice rest and holiday at

a hospital with comperatively plentiful food. Of course, they must have an appropriate
background: work in the open nr in a -harbour or on a ship, }

nIllnesa does not entall any serious material losses in Poland., For the first thrae
days one gets one's full wage and aftex that 72 nér cent on the lagt three months
average gross income with all the bonuses added. This sum of 75 per cent 1s paid

not by the enterprise where one works but by the siek fund, |

|
"Illness 1la. generally regarded as an extra holiday which cne tries to get if at all
poasible., Workers who have had to work much overtime 'fall 11l' periodisal.ly.
The game 1s done by seamen on return from & long voyege to China and by fishermen
with & long fishing trlp to the Arctic behind them, To some extend! this explains
why the Polish hosplials ere so overcrowded, As & result of hard work and under-
nouriebment the health of the Polish people is not what 1t was and there are more
genuine patiente than there ever were, but the number of similators 4z not negligidle.

1
"The 'slokeat' daeys for fisharman are usually before long trips abroad during which
Seamen and fishermen get an extrR bonus

in foreign currency on long voyages, with which they nan buy goode in foreign harvours.

For thils reason it is easy to collect crews for eg, catching herring, which :Lg done
owever s

1t is always very difficult to muster & crew on & vesael golng to f£ish arcund the
north coaat of the USSR, As soon &8s ‘they hear of such & projest fishesrmsn and seamen
fall 111 right and left, In May 1553 a rew ships put out to fish in|Soviet waters,
To £1l11 the great gaps in thelr crews untrained dockers direct from the street had

to be engaged as nc trained pecple were- available, ‘

.

Amilabllity of Penieillin i
1

|

"One grom of penicillin manufactured in Poland costr up to 180 21 on the free

.warket, Polish penic1llin is red and its injectio: causes Irritation and pain.

'ili'oreign penlelllin in erystal form coste 200-300 2zl the gram, The fé:reign
liguid (or oily) form costa 400 z1 the gram. ‘

Beplstaneg Actdvity, i
"Although elght years of Communist regime have necessarily dempened résist&nce
asctivities in Polend, they have not died out. Every now and then one hears of
anti-regime acts ccrmwitted by partisans. *}

"At the beginning of November 1952, three political prisoners who were! being
transported from one prison to another were liberated by partisens irn the Poznan
province, three kilometres from Sroda in the Starogard direction. The | prisoners
told their liberators that the person responaibie for thelr arrest wac |a certain
militia corporal. Fearing that the partisans would take vengeance on this corporal
the authorities transferred him from Poznan to Gdynia., On 13 November 152 an ambugh
was arranged for him by night at Oburze, a suburb of Gdynia. It was known that

he had to take this way every night between 11 and 12 pm on. the road passging the
Paget, coupany barracks. A man in & militie uniform oame along this road at the
appointed time. The men detailed to liquidate him carried no arms. They asked

him for a mateh, overpowered him, girongled him and buried the body in a _hole

cloge o & school nearby. A few day later they Alsasyerad ey nad killed the
wrong man. Tn 2id Pelouary 1993 they took with them & man who knew the! sorporal
and agked the latter to a restaurant. After a lot of drinking the part& went on

to the corporal's flat, Wheié¢ théy toolk his own gun' and killed him'with |thre€ shcts.
They left the flat, locking it and the house with the corporal's keys. It was

8 em by that time. They took a bus to the station and boarded a train to (dansgk.

|
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In the megntime ‘the corporal's landlady had got out of the house and alerted

: . the polige, wihio raided the rallway stations at Gdynis and Gdansk. At Gdsnsk
o+ the police unaertooh a general control of documents and even asked the partisans

‘ .for theirs, as they bad just got off the train, Instead of producing their papers
~;the men drew the pietols vwhich they had taken from the corporal and started to
:ahoot » kKilling two policemer and a railwayman who tried to help the police. Ome
.of the particens, & young men from Warsaw, wes wounded and shot himself, His two
‘comredes ran cut through & eide deor anA sprinted for the ruins nearby., The vhole
S iblock was surrounded by militin and UBemen for three days. They combed the area
e -tcaremlly, tut tho pertisens had vanished.

B .,"In Octoher 1952 sane unknown men orsanized a radd on the kindergarten achool

' (sgsedszkole) at Gburze, Gdynic. They tock the pictures of Bierut snd other

i ‘Wartime Communist leaders from thewsll&nd tore them into small pieces, They

i . lmrt acbody but tcak the school radio with them. These 'raiders were neved amgm;.

3 ‘ ”In 1951 ULICA BOBMAMKA in Gdynle weas rensmed ULICA WINCENTEGO GRULA in l:onour

A ef s Comwinist % oF that name who was killed in 1958 Dy & resistence croup on

| . 0dynia‘'s viaduct., Five times since the nemeplete of this street has been removad
) - from tha uilding of the poligestation cp thet street, and from the other soynors,
‘ The suthoritien have to sst up new nameplates continually. Such small incidents
have becone i'roquom; aince tho deatb of Stalin.

25)(1 [the titles of £4lms 'shown at the Soviet film festival in
adynia. are populariy used as pet names for various officials or situetions:
- 'Ths Ace of the Secret Service's A8 WYWYADU'=Chlef of the cadres
Gopartment |

1 R 'Nobody Knows Anything®-NIKT NIC NIE WE (a Czech movie)s The accounts
) R department. A

R : "HByeglkneck: m'.w-amed buses or other meana of public

B ; trmaportction "

-end-
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